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The RACC, together with the FIA and European automobile clubs, participates in a European competition challenging the most fuel-efficient vehicles in the market
Barcelona, eco-driving capital with the EcoTour 2008
· 42 of the best rated vehicles by EcoTest, which assesses the level of environmental friendliness of cars, will take part in the challenge  
· The 7-day tour will travel from Spain through, France, Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Germany, Luxemburg, Belgium and the Netherlands
· Mastering fuel-efficient driving techniques, a motorist can achieve fuel savings of 15% to 20% 
Barcelona, 12th September.- The RACC, together with the Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA) and the main European automobile clubs, is participating in the EcoTour 2008. This tour will challenge 42 of the most efficient cars on the market, starting in Barcelona on 12th September and finishing in The Hague on 19 September. During 7 days, participants will travel from Spain through France, Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Germany, Luxemburg, Belgium and the Netherlands. The EcoTour is being organised by the Dutch Automobile Club (ANWB) with the support of the main European Automobile Clubs, with the sponsorship of the company Arval and the FIA Foundation.  
With this competition, the EcoTour aims to promote the awareness on energy saving while driving, awarding a prize to the best eco-drivers and to the most energy-efficient and environmental-friendly vehicles. 
The tour will start from Barcelona (RACC headquarters) on 13 September (09.00 a.m.) heading for Avignon. Participants will however be warming up their engines on the 12th with a prologue tour through the Barcelona city centre, visiting places as emblematic as the Sagrada Familia, the Plaza Catalunya, the Parque de la Ciudadela and the F.C. Barcelona stadium.
This initiative (www.ecotour2008.eu) is carried out within the framework of the “Make Cars Green” campaign, organised by the Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA). 
Goals of the EcoTour
· To make users aware of the most fuel-efficient models on the market, as well as the models that can be bought in each country.
· To offer consumers information about the polluting gas-emissions of vehicles 
· To encourage the car industry to develop more fuel-efficient vehicles. 
· To show fuel-efficient driving techniques and how this way of driving can contribute to the preservation of the environment without jeopardizing people’s mobility.  
EcoTour 2008: Teams and vehicles
The group of participants of the EcoTour 2008 is made up by 42 teams with 84 drivers from 14 different countries, such as The Netherlands, Germany, France, Belgium and Spain.
There are professional drivers (eco-driving technique instructors, rally experts), but also amateur motorists who will be putting their knowledge on efficient driving to the test. 

The fuel-efficient vehicles taking part in the EcoTour 2008 belong to 20 different car makes and are classified in 3 groups: small (mini and supermini), medium (small family cars) and large (family cars). Each group is subdivided into petrol and diesel, thus resulting in 6 different categories. 

User information
One of the main goals of the EcoTour is informing users about their power of decision regarding environmental aspects when buying a car. Therefore, the RACC has been promoting through its website, the environmental rating of vehicles thanks to EcoTest. On the www.fundacionracc.es website, motorists can look up the different vehicles on the Spanish market according to vehicle class, make, EcoTest star rating and type of fuel).
The RACC and the environment
The RACC is well aware of the fact that as regards the preservation of the environment, not everything is the hands of citizens. In this sense, it has submitted to the Spanish Parliament, on the occasion of the World Environment Day, a series of proposal for a key issue for the future:     

1. To promote the renewal of the car fleet.
RACC Proposal: To firmly promote the modernization of the car fleet, making that the recovery of the “Plan Prever” car renewal scheme be applied to vehicles which are 10 years or older (against 15 years), taking the pollutant emission levels of the replaced vehicles into account. 
2. To induce the introduction of particle filters in diesel vehicles. 
RACC Proposal: To establish a bonus for all those diesel vehicles including particle filters, with a tax deduction of 300 euros in the circulation tax for new diesel vehicles with PM10 particle emissions lower than 5 milligrams per kilometre, thus following the criteria recommended by the European Commission. 
3. To change the circulation tax to the benefit of less polluting vehicles.  
RACC Proposal: To restructure the tax base of the circulation tax in the short term, with the aim of linking it totally or partially to the emissions of CO2 and other pollutants. 
4. To replace, in the long term, registration and circulation tax with taxes on fuel, considering the questions of equity implied by this change. 
RACC Proposal: In the long term, it would be more reasonable to eliminate registration and circulation taxes. This would be compensated with higher taxes on fuels, respecting the principle of neutrality in tax collection. This reform must also tend to balance taxation on diesel and petrol fuels.  
5. To establish sustainable mobility plans.
RACC Proposal: To promote the necessary tools to make the realization of sustainable mobility plans easier in the main municipalities and metropolitan areas of all Spanish autonomous communities.  
6. To introduce the teaching of eco-driving techniques in the curricula of new drivers at driving schools.    
RACC Proposal: To provide future new drivers with lessons on eco-driving as part of the basic knowledge to get the driving license. A driver with this knowledge can manage to save between 15 and 20% of fuel and to reduce CO2 and particle emission in the same percentage or even more.  
"Make Cars Green" Campaign
The EcoTour is part of the campaign for greener motoring (www.makecarsgreen.com), promoted by the Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile (FIA) with the aim of contributing to reduce the environmental impact of vehicles and to help drivers think green before starting to drive.  
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RACC Automòbil Club
The RACC, with more than one million members is the largest automobile club in Spain, leader in the field of mobility.   It offers personal, family, roadside and urgent medical assistance and is the leading car insurance broker in Spain.  The RACC is also represented in the travel branch, with one of the largest growing travel agencies in Spain.  Through its Foundation, and as an entity with vocation for service to society, it cares, moves and creates states of opinion around road safety issues of all people.
10 points for greener motoring 





Buy Green


Plan your journey


Check tyre pressures frequently 


Reduce loads and avoid the need for roof racks


Don’t warm up your engine before starting off


Use air conditioning only when necessary 


Accelerate gently and keep your speed constant


Use engine braking


Don’t idle your engine


Offset your CO2 emissions 








For more information: RACC Prensa. T. +34 934 955 029. F. +34 934 482 490 www.racc.es/prensa


